
























Drummers late 
for roll call 


By our Correspondent 


Ten Royal drummers, who 
turned up late for parade, were 
marched before their command¬ 
ing officer yesterday and 
admonished. The 10—members 
of the Corps of Drums at the 
Brigade of Guards Depot at 
Pirbright, Surrey—then went 
back on parade to prepare for 
tomorrow’s rehearsal of Troop¬ 
ing the Colour. 

The previous day they had 
been put under arrest after 
reporting 10 minutes late for 
an early morning parade. But 
the Army denied reports that 
the drummers had been late as 
a protest over too much work. 

A spokesman said: “ It is 
perfectly true that these men 


did turn up 10 minutes late, 
but there is nothing exceptional 
about that. They were dealt 
with in the normal way and 
their commanding officer is 
satisfied that there won’t be a 
repetition of this behaviour As 
regards a protest I think this 
story arose from one of the 
guardsman remarking to a col¬ 
league that he had been work¬ 
ing hard. But w>e are all 
working hard—it’s our busy 
season.” 

One of the drummers w r as 
put under close arrest because 
he had failed to have his hair 
cut. “ He has since carried out 
that order and the matter is 
now closed,” said the spokes¬ 
man. 
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SOLDIERS 
CAN SUE 


ULSTER 


By EDWARD SCALLAN i 

A PARTLY-BLINDED ex-soldier yesterd: _ 
became the first British Serviceman to be- 
awarded damages for injuries received in 
Ulster riots. 

He won £7,000. Now the Northern Ireland Government 
may face a bill of up to £500,000 from injured soldiers or their 
■ families. 

One of those intending to claim compensa- 
_ ..on is Mrs Sandra Willets, widow of parachutist 
I Sergeant Michael Willets, who was killed by a 
| terrorist bomb in Belfast nine days ago. 
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nion Jack song 
case men cheered 


JoUajl, Ll 


By our own Reporter 


In the first prosecution in 
Northern Ireland under the 
Incitement to Hatred Act, Mr 
John McKeague, chairman of 
Shankill Defence Committee and 
two other men were yesterday 
remanded on bail to June 28. 

McKeague (41) a printer of 
Albert Bridge Road; Hugh 
Johnston (21), a fitter, of Wood- 
vale Parade ; and Hugh Cecil 
Close (31), unemployed labour¬ 
er, of Flat 19, Hannah Street, 
were charged with attempting 
to stir up hatred against or 
arouse fear of a section of the 
public in Northern Ireland by 
publishing threatening, abusive 
|or insulting written matter. 

I The material in question con¬ 
sisted of verses, “ I was born 
under the Union Jack,” which 
appears in a book, “ Orange 
Loyalist Songs 1971.” 

Mr Harry Hall for the Crown, 
said that in England similar 
cases were heard by a jury. It 
■was hoped that depositions 
would be taken on June 28. 
Detective - Sergeant Stanley 
P a t t-e r s o n said he saw 
the three accused on May 
27. When arrested and charged 
McKeague replied “ I’m 
amazed.” When McKeague left 
Belfast Magistrates Court yes¬ 
terday he was greeted by a 
crowd of cheering women who 
sang, “ I was born under the 
Union Jack,” the subject of the 
charge. 

At an inquest in Belfast yes- 
erday the commanding officer 
)f the 3rd Battalion the Para- 
hute Regiment, Lt-Col Peter 
"hiswell, said that if troops had 
ot opened fire on a mob in 
jalaclava Street on March 6, 
ien an army marksman shot 
rioter, several soldiers would 
have been seriously injured. He 
s giving evidence at the 
luest on William Ilalligan 
tfBL), a labourer. 


Lt-Col Chiswell said that 
his men had been subjected 
to a constant shower of petrol 
bombs and nail bombs. Eight 
men made up a sniper party 
which fired 15 rounds but only 
after people had been identified 
as targets who were in the act 
of throwing missiles. After a 
10-minute retirement the jury 
returned an open verdict. 

At another inquest in Belfast 
yesterday it was revealed that 
police are still investigating the 
shooting of a lieutenant in the 
Provisional IRA. A jury re¬ 
turned an open verdict on 
Charles Hughes, a roofer, of 
Servia Street, Belfast, who died 
from a gunshot wound in the 
Falls Road area on March 8. 
The coroner, Mr James Elliott, 
asked a policeman on the case 
if the incident was a kind of 
“ gang warfare.” Detective- 
Sergeant Joseph Fyffe said that 
to his knowledge Hughes had 
been a lieutenant in the Pro¬ 
visional IRA and there had been 
a gun battle between the tradi¬ 
tional IRA and the provisionals 
on that night. 

David Fairhall, page 13 
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Four IRA 
arrests 


Special Branch detectives 
have arrested four prominent 
IRA agents. The men, two of 
whom are believed to be “ fairly 
senior ” in the IRA’s hierarchy 
in England, were arrested in 
London about three weeks ago. 

In the past 18 months, Special 
Branch and Scotland Yard 
detectives have mounted a con¬ 
stant operation to locate IRA 
operatives. The operation 
reached a climax last year with 
a series of arms and explosive 
raids in the Home Com 
Since then, detectives 
placed more emphasis oi 
ing key members 
the organisation. 

--- JB 
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